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COMPARATIVE ARRIVAL DATES OF SELECTED MIGRATORY 
BIRDS IN SELECTED COUNTIES IN NEBRASKA 
Doris Gates 
For the past 49 years, Annual Co-
operative and Spring Migration and 
Occurrence Reports have been pub-
lished in the Nebraska Bird Review. 
It seems that these reports should 
reveal a number of interesting things 
if anyone wished to search for them. 
William F. Rapp, Jr., used them to 
compile the "Twenty-five Year Sum-
mary of Bird Migration in Nebraska" 
the last installment of which was 
published in the January 1956 Num-
ber. Unfortuna~ this series was 
not completed" wrens being the last 
birds considered. 
Other possible studies might in-
clude fluctuations of ranges of cer-
tain erratic species as Red Crossbills, 
Evening Grosbeaks, Redpolls, and 
others. The gradual extension of 
range of some species is another pos-
sibility-as the westward movements 
of Cardinals, Myrtle Warblers and 
Tufted Titmice have been of some 
interest in recent years because of 
their change of range. 
In the present study, an effort was 
made to learn the relative arrival 
dates of birds in Douglas County 
(Omaha) and Scotts Bluff County 
(Scottsbluff). These represent t!ast-
ern and western extremes at nearly 
the same latitude (41 0 15" and' 
41 0 75" respectively) in Nebraska. 
Douglas County has an altitude of 
1,000 feet above sea level as opposed 
to 4,662 feet for Scotts Bluff County. 
Other comparisons were mad<) be-
tween Lincoln (North Platte and 
Hershey) and Logan (Stapleton) 
Counties which are very close to-
gether nearly in the center of the 
state. Altitude at North Platte is 
2,826 feet. 
Migrating birds were chosen that 
are quite conspicuous and which live 
close to buildings, usually, so as to 
get a more accurate first date.1 This 
is not as easy as it might seem. Red-
headed Woodpeckers (Melanerpes 
er·ythrocephalus) seem to qualify, 
but the fact is, this bird probably 
should be classed as a permanent 
resident in the southeast corner of 
the state since both adults and imma-
tures can be seen throughout the 
winter in Nemaha and Douglas Coun-
ties. Often dates given for this spe-
cies reflect winter birds rather than 
migratory ones. The same is true of 
Killdeers (fJkaradrius vociferr.t'W"J and 
Common Grackles (Quiscalus qui-
soula). In the west, none of these may 
be seen in winter (with the possible 
exception of an occasional Killdeer). 
Brown Thrashers (Toxostoma ru/um) 
and Eastern Phoebes (Sayornis phoe-
be) are possible candidates, but dates 
for them were so various that it 
seems likely that they were present 
earlier than they were actually re-
ported in some years. 
Among the birds which were cho-
sen there were some winter dates, 
too, as the House Wren for Hastings 
on January 1. The observer is reli-
able, so apparently the bird was out 
of place for some reason, possibly 
injury. Studies like this emphasize 
the importance of making comments 
about the birds. For example, "A 
House Wren was observed on January 
1, however, the migratory wrens did 
not arrive until . . . ." and a later 
date should be given. 
The birds selected were: Common 
Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor), East-
ern Kingbird' (Tyrannus tyrannus) , 
Barn Swallow (Hir'undo rustica) , 
1 The use of "door-yard" species 
should eliminate much, if not all, 
of the effect of differences in fre-
quency of observation trips - a dif-
ference which cannot be determined 
from the available data. 
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House Wren (Troglod.ytes aedon) , 
Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) , 
Yellow-breasted Chat (lcteria vi-
rens), Baltimore Oriole (l cterus gal-
bula) , and Chipping Sparrow (Spi-
zella passerina). According to Sibley 
and Short (1964), Baltimore and Bul-
lock's Orioles (l cterus bullockii) 
freely inter-breed in Nebraska and 
should be 'considered conspecific. 
Where these two orioles are listed 
separately in the reports, the earlier 
date was used. 
TABLE 1 
Comparisons Between Douglas and Scotts Bluff Counties 
Species 
Common Nighthawk 
Eastern Kingbird 
Barn Swallow 
House Wren 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Baltimore Oriole 
Chipping Sparrow 
A verage of average 
differences 
Years 
Total Earlier 
Years Doug. 
13 11 
11 10 
13 9 
13 13 
12 12 
11 11 
12 12 
10 10 
Results of the study appear in 
Tables 1 and 2. The eastern station 
was used as a base and the days 
above the base were considered as 
later days of arrival and recorded as 
plUS. If an earlier date is given than 
the base, the days were recorded as 
minus. Averages were computed by 
d~viding the total plus days by the 
number of years of plus dates. Like-
wise, the number of minus days were 
totaled and divided by the number 
of minus years. 
Total number of years used in com-
paring Douglas and Scottsbluff Coun-
ties range from 10 to 13. The reason 
for the variation lies usually in the 
fact that the bird was not reported 
Years 
Ave. Later Ave. 
Days Doug. Days 
14.6 2 3.5 
13.5 1 1.0 
8.4 3 3.0 
16.6 o 
17.0 o 
16.1 o 
10.4 o 
17.0 o 
14.2 2.5 
Great-Short-
est est 
Diff. Diff. 
Same Days Days 
o 27 1 
o 31 1 
1 14 o 
o 30 9 
o 36 2 
o 35 6 
o 17 4 
o 24 6 
in some years. Some reporters fail 
to give a date because they feel they 
did not get the first date. In some 
cases the dates were too early or late 
to consider. Winter dates of Chipping 
Sparrows were thrown out as were 
June dlates for Common Nighthawks. 
As shown in Table 1, most arrival 
dates were earlier in Douglas County. 
There were two exceptions of the 
Common Nighthawk, one of the East-
ern Kingbird, and three of the Barn 
Swallow. The greatest difference in 
eastern and western arrival was 36 
days in the Red-eyed Vireo and the 
least time was zero in Barn Swallows 
meaning that they arrived on the 
same day in the two counties. Barn 
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TABLE 2 
Comparisons Between Lincoln and Logan Counties 
Years 
Tolal Earlier 
Species Years Lincoln 
Eastern Kingbird 16 11 
House Wren 17 8 
Baltimore Oriole 17 
Average of average 
differences 
Swallows had the narrowest lapse of 
time (average of 8.4 days) and the 
Red-eyed Vireos and Chipping Spar-
rows had the greatest lapse of time 
(average 17.0 days). By totaling the 
average days d~fference and dividing 
by the eight species studied, one 
M 
A 
Y 
A 
4 
29 
p 24 
R 
I 
L 19 
14 
4 
Greal- Shorl-
Years est est 
Ave. Laler Ave. Diff. Diff. 
Days Lincoln Days Same Days Days 
4.8 1 7.0 4 12 0 
6.3 8 7.0 1 22 0 
3.6 10 5.1 3 11 0 
4.9 8.3 
learns that the average difference 
is 14.2 days, or spring seems to ar-
rive about two weeks earlier in Oma-
ha than in Scottsbluff. 
If two relatively close reporting 
areas should' be compared, would 
their data be the same? Results from 
1952 1958 1964 
___ Douglas ____ Scottsbluff 
HOUSE WREN 
The graph of the arrival dates of the House Wren seems rather 
. representative of the findings of this study and is included for that reason. 
The solid line indicates Douglas County while the broken line indicates 
Scotts Bluff. 
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Lincoln and Logan Counties are 
shown in Table 2. Though Eastern 
Kingbirds usually appeared in Lin-
coln County earlier, Baltimore Ori-
oles came to Logan County earlier 
and the House Wren came to each 
early the same number of years, 
eight years. The averages show that 
the birds arrived in Logan County 
a little earlier than in Lincoln Coun-
ty. With reliable reporters in both 
places, why the difference? It is 
probably not significa·nt. If it is true 
that birds come back to the same 
areas, perhaps the Logan County 
ones are of an earlier arrIvmg popu-
lation. Another interesting feature 
may be noted here. Many people be-
lieve that birds return on the same 
date every year. This stud~ shows 
that such is not the case. 
LITERATURE CITED 
The Nebraska Bird Review, 1939-
1964. 
Sibley, C. G., and L. L. Short, Jr. 
1964. Hybridization in the orioles 
of the Great. Plains. Condor, 66: 
130-150. 
Chadron 
SANDHILL CRANE CASUALTIES IN THE 
BLIZZARD OF MARCH 22, 1966 
In mid-March, 1966, there were 
about 100,000 Sandhill Cranes scat-
tered, in large flocks, from Lexington 
on to Grand Island in the Platte 
River valley. These, as is their cus-
tom, had paused in the northward 
spring migration in this area. 
Through most of early March we 
enjoyed very mild weather; mostly 
clear with moderate winds, and tem-
peratures in the mid 50's. On the 
morning of March 22 the skies were 
very cloudy and some rain mixed 
with sleet fell. This continued until 
about 3 PM, when the full fury of 
the storm hit the Elm Creek - Over-
ton area. Northwesterly winds, gust-
ing up to 70 mph, drove a fine pow-
dery snow into a blinding milky haze 
which resembled dense fog. This re-
duced visibility to nearly zero. 
The Cranes were feeding out in 
the harvested corn fields of the Platte 
River valley at this time. Shortly 
afteT the storm hit they tried to get 
back to the river, as is their habit 
for night roosting. This was ex-
tremely hazardous with the reduced 
visibility and strong winds, and nu-
merous collisions with trees and pow-
er lines resulted. 
I can attest to the extent of this 
reduced visibility, as I was driving 
through the storm at this time. I 
could not even see the fences and 
telephone poles along the roadside, 
and much of the time I could not even 
see the side of the road. 
The next morning U. S. Game 
Agent Loren Bonde and Nebraska 
Conservation Officer Patrick traveled 
the Interstate highway, near Elm 
Creek and Odessa, and picked up 14 
dead and 3 injured Cranes under the 
poweT lines near it. Nebraska COll-
servation Officer Salak reported 20 
dead Cranes under a power line in 
one field near Grand Island. Subse-
quent conversations with area far-
mers revealed that there were numer-
ous dead Cranes lying in many iso-
lated fields. 
It is hard to tell how many Cranes 
collided with the numerous trees in 
the river valley and lay concealed in 
the dense brush. I would hesitate to 
estimate the number of Cranes lost, 
but do believe that it would amount 
to several hundred. 
Nebraska Waterfowl Biologist John 
Sweet reported several White-fronted 
Goose mortalities as a result of this 
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storm, but the loss was very slight 
as compared to the Crane loss. This 
was probably due to the fact that 
most of the Geese were roosting on 
the large lagoons, south of the Platte 
River valley, at the time the storm 
hit. There they merely sat tight and 
rode the storm out. 
-Robert H. Wheeler, U. S. Game 
Management Agent, North Platte 
Before the above article had been 
received, but after the Annual Meet-
ing, at which some participants com-
mented that they understood there 
were severe losses in the storm, Mrs. 
M. F. Shickley, North Platte, wrote: 
"I found no evidence of Cranes 
killed by the storm and the farmers 
I talked to had not found any, but 
that would be in a relatively small 
area and my investigation of the 
matter was somewhat casual. I looked 
for dead birds at the park," (in 
North Platte. Ed.) "too, under the 
trees where birds roost and any area 
where I thought they might show up. 
I didn't find any, and the park fore-
man told me his men hadn't reported 
any - if that means much. It doesn't 
seem logical that we didn't lose some 
birds in such a fierce storm, but I 
couldn't find any evidence of it." 
The storm struck North Platte 
earlier - about noon - which might 
have made the visibility better. Ed. 
ROSS' GEESE IN NEBRASKA 1 
John T. Sweet and Kenneth Robertson 
Prior to 1963 there were no authen-
ticated records on the Ross' Goose 
(Chen rossii) in Nebraska. This fact 
is substantiated by Mrs. John Leu-
shen (Nebraska Bird Review 31:51). 
A mounted specimen of an immature 
Ross' Goose, previously uncatalogued, 
has recently been brought to light at 
the University of Nebraska State 
Museum (Tate, 1966). Very little is 
known about this specimen except 
that it is presumed to have been 
taken in the vicinity of Hooper, 
Nebraska along the Platte River dur-
ing the fall of 1922. It has since been 
catalogued as UNSM ZM #11255. 
A banding program was initi~ted 
in 1963 on a flock of Lesser Snow 
Geese (Chen hyperborea), which pass 
through the Nebraska Panhandle on 
their spring migration. On April 1, 
1963, a total of 110 geese was trapped 
and banded from a flock estimated at 
10,000 birds. The banded birds con-
sisted of 102 Lesser Snow Geese, two 
Blue Geese (Chen caerulescens) and 
six Ross' Geese. 
The six Ross' Geese were sexed and 
aged as one adult male, one immature 
female, and four immature males. In 
addition to the six unbanded birds, 
an immature female Ross' Goose, pre-
viously banded and wearing a laven-
der plastic necktie was captured. 
Banding records, maintained by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, indi.-
cated that this bird had been banded 
the previous fall near Kindersley, 
Saskatchewan, Canada (Dzubin, 
1965) . 
No trapping effort was made in 
the spring of 1964. An attempt was 
made in early April of 1965,but poor 
trapping conditions limited the catch 
to 44 Snow Geese. 
From an estimated flock of 7,000 
birds, a total of 225 geese were cap-
tured and banded on March 30-31, 
1966. Of this total, there were 179 
Snow Geese, one Blue Goose, and 45 
Ross' Geese. Age and sex of the Ross' 
Geese were 17 adult males, 23 adult 
females, one immature male and four 
1 This paper represents a contribu-
tion from Nebraska Pittman-Rob-
ertson Project W-15-R, "Surveys 
and management of Waterfowl." 
Nebraska Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission. 
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immature' females. 
Thirty-nine Ross' Geese were cap-
tured on ]darch 30 on the first trap-
ping attempt, and six birds were 
captured! on the second day's effort. 
In addition to the birds banded, one 
immature female Ross' Goose which 
had previously been banded, was cap-
tured. Banding information for this 
bird has, as yet, not been received. 
All of the birds captured were 
trapped on a sandhill lake approxi-
mately ten miles northeast of Alli-
ance, Box Butte County, Nebraska, 
by Nebraska Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission personnel. The 
birds were captured 'on loafing sit~s, 
with projected net traps. 
LITERATURE CITED 
Dzubin, Alex, 1965. A Study of ]di-
grating Ross' Geese in Western 
Saskatchewan. The Condor. 67 (6) : 
511-534. 
Leushen, ]drs. John, 1963. Nebraska 
Bird Review. 31 :51. 
Tate, James Jr., 1966. An early rec-
ord of the Ross' Goose in Nebraska. 
Nebraska Bird Review. 34 :46. 
Game, Forestation and Parks Com-
mission 
MOURNING DOVE NESTING SUCCESS AND NEST SITE 
SELECTION IN A SANDHILL REGION OF NEBRASKA 
Ronald D. Klataske 
The ]dourning Dove (Zenaidura 
macroura) is admired as a song bird 
and as a game bird throughout the 
United States. This dove is the most 
abundant American game bird 
(Haynes, 1961) and is the only one 
to nest in all 48 continental states 
(Edminster, 1954). 
Since it is extensively hunted, com-
plete knowledge of the ]dourning 
Dove's nesting habits and needs is 
vital to the wise management of this 
species. However, little information 
has been published about ]dourning 
Dove nesting or production in the 
Nebraska Sandhills. 
This research was initiated to de-
termine the nesting success and the 
nest site selection of the ]dourning 
Dove at the Valentine National Wild-
life Refuge in Cherry County, north-
western Nebraska, during the sum-
mer of 1965. 
Acknowledgements are extended to 
]dessrs. Jon ]d. ]dalcolm, Assistant 
Refuge ]danager, and Nelius B. Nel-
son, Refuge ]danager, for their will-
ing assistance with this proj ect. 
STUDY AREA 
The study was conducted along the 
northern shore of Hackberry Lake, 
near the headquarters of the Valen-
tine National Wildlife Refuge. This 
area is within the Nebraska Sand-
hills~a region made up of grassy 
hills, meadows, marshes and lakes. 
Perennial grasses are the dominant 
vegetation, with trees and shrubs 
occurring around farmyards and in 
she I tel' belts. 
Because of the extensive sandy 
soils there is no cultivation on or 
neal' the refuge. Agricultural use of 
land in this region is limited to hay-
ing and grazing by cattle (Kobriger, 
1965) . 
A total of thirteen species o'f trees 
occurred within the study area (Ta-
ble 1), which was about 10 acres in 
size. Three residences, refuge head-
quarters and other buildings, roads, 
lawns and shrubs were also within 
the' area. 
]dETHODS 
The study was conducted between 
June 10 and September 10, 1965-
primarily on weekends and evenings, 
during the author's spare time while 
working as a wildlife biology aide 
at the Refuge. 
The research unit was systematic-
ally searched for nests once each 
week, a task which required approxi-
mately 10 to 15 hours weekly. Doves 
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have an incubation and brooding 
period of about 14 days each (Cald-
well, 1964). Thus, a successful nest 
was active for about 28 days and had 
at least four chances of being dis-
covered while in use. 
Once a nest was discovered, it was 
periodically viewed from a distance 
to discover if it was still active. The 
young were banded when about 10 
days old. The tree species in which a 
nest was located was recorded, and a 
numbered metal tag was placed at 
the base of the tree. 
All trees in the stud\y area with a 
diameter larger than three inches, 
tTlre-e feet above the ground, were 
counted to measure the nesting habi-
tat available and evaluate the nest-
ing preferences of the Mourning 
Dove. No nesting was observed in 
trees with a diameter smaller than 
three inches. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Nest Site Selection 
The tree species which appeared 
to be most preferred by Mourning 
Doves for nesting sites included Chi-
nese elml, ash, American elm and red 
cedar, respectively. 
Although there were only 12 Chi-
nese elm tree'S, they contained 7 
nests, with an average of only 1.7 
Chinese elm trees per nest. Likewise, 
15 American elm trees contained 4 
nests, with an average of 3.8 trees 
per nest. The two elm species com-
bined made up 2 percent of the 1,404 
trees available and contained 12 per-
cent of the 93 nests. Most elm trees 
of both species were large and pro-
vided many potential nesting sites. 
There were only 3 ash trees pres-
ent, and one nest was found in these. 
Due to the small sample of ash trees, 
the nesting observed in these may not 
be representative. 
Of the more abundant tree species 
in the study area, a noticeable prefer-
lScientific names of trees are given 
in Table 1. 
ence for nesting sites in red cedar 
was observed. There were 6.9 red 
cedar trees for each nest in a red 
cedar tree. Although these trees com-
prised 15 percent of the trees avail-
able, they contained 32 pe-rcent of 
the nests. These evergreen trees were 
most important as nesting sites early 
in the season when deciduous trees 
lacked concealment. 
Ponderosa pine, willow and: cotton-
wood trees were also common and 
provided Dove nesting sites. Mourn-
ing Dove nesting in these trees was 
approximately in proportion to their 
relative abloOJ!.dance. Ponde:cos.a- pine 
comprised 10 percent of the trees, 
and they contained 11 percent of the 
nests; cottonwoods made up 4 per-
cent of the trees and they contained 
4 perce-nt of the nests; willows com-
prised 19 percent of the trees and 
they contained 16 percent of the 
nests. There were 14.2 pine, 15.3 
cottonwood and 17.5 willow trees for 
each dove nest in each species. 
Black locust and mulberry trees 
appeared to be the least favored for 
nesting, of the common tree species 
present. Only 19 percent of the nests 
were in black locust, which made up 
42 percent of the trees available, and 
3 percent of the nests were in mul-
bl'rry trees, which made'lfp"'1 percent 
of the trees. There were 32.6 black 
locust and 32.3 mulberry trees for 
each dove nest in each species. 
Although Doves appeared to prefer 
certain tree species for nesting, the 
growth form of a tree and the sur-
rounding habitat is important in de-
termining its suitability for dove 
nesting. Trees with few branches, 
such as those growing in dense 
stands, had less nesting activity than 
trees with many branches and more 
individual concealment. 
All except two nests were con-
structed by the Doves themselves. 
One nesting attempt was in a Robin 
(Turdus migratorius) nest, and an-
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other in an Eastern Kingbird (Tyr-
annus tyrannus) nest. Doves nesting 
in other bird's nests is common (Han-
son and Kossack, 1963) and has been 
observed by many researchers. 
No ground nesting was observed 
in the area. However, it is common 
in Oklahoma (Downing, 1959). 
Ground nesting in the study unit 
may have been limited by predators, 
such as snakes. The stomach contentR 
of three bull snakes (Pituophis sp.) 
were examined. One contained two 
young doves, and another contained 
a dove egg. 
Nesting Success and Production 
fnformation on nesting success is 
based on 93 nesting attempts, in 82 
different nests (11 renested in the 
same nest), which were known to 
contain eggs or young Doves during 
the study. 
Fifty-seven (61.3 percent) of the 
93 nesting attempts produced young 
to fledging-a total of 107, with an 
average of 1.15 per nesting attempt. 
Forty-eight (84.2 percent) of the 57 
successful nesting attempts which 
produced fledgings, produced two 
each, while eight (14 percent) pro-
duced one each, and one (1.8 percent) 
produced three. 
The 61.3 percent success recorded 
here is higher than that recorded in 
two previous Nebraska studies. La-
Pointe (1958) found that only 26 
percent of the 98 nesting attempts 
he studied in a shelterbelt near Grand 
Island, in central Nebraska, were 
successful; while McClure (1946) 
reported a success of 47.9 percent of 
the 385 nestings he observed near 
Ord, in central Nebraska. Howev~r, 
the success observed at the Valentine 
National Wildlife Refuge is similar 
to that recorded in Iowa. Carter 
(1957) stated that 60.3 percent of 
327 nestings in Lewis, Iowa, were 
successful; and Jumper, et al. (1956) 
reported a success of 61 percent of 
203 nestings observed in the same 
town. 
Thirty-six (38.7 percent) of the 93 
nesting attempts were unsuccessful, 
because of desertion, predation, wea-
ther and unknown factors. Eight 
nests containing eggs were deserted, 
eggs in seven nests were destroyed by 
birds of unknown species, and the 
eggs were blown by the wind from 
two nests. 
Four young Doves were found dead 
in four separate nests, but the cause 
of death was not determined. The 
remaining unsuccessful"' nesting at-
tempts were due to unknown causes. 
Usually only ·two Mourning Dove 
eggs were found in a nest, however, 
five of 101 nests observed (including 
eight outside the study area) con-
tained three eggs each. Of these, all 
three young hatched in only two 
nests, and were successfully reared 
in only one. 
SUMMARY 
Fifty-seven (61.3 percent) of 93 
Mourning Dove nesting attempts ob-
served in northwestern Nebraska 
were successful. The causes of un-
successful nesting included desertion, 
predation and weather. 
Mourning Doves appeared to prefer 
Chinese elm, American elm and red 
cedar for nest sites. Ponderosa pine, 
cottonwood and willow trees were 
used in approximate proportion to 
their relative abundance. Black lo-
cust and mulberry trees appeared to 
be the least favored for nesting, of 
the more abundant tree species pres-
ent. However, the growth form of a 
particular tree may be as important 
as its species in determining its value 
as nesting habitat. No ground nest-
ing was observed. 
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POSSIBLE NESTING McCOWN'S AND CHESTNUT-COLLARED 
LONGSPURS IN NORTHWEST NEBRASKA 
While on a vacation trip of touring 
and birdwatching through northwest-
ern Nebraska, I located, on June 2, 
1966, several colonies of McCown's 
and Chestnut-collared Longspurs in 
a partially-grazed short-grass prairie 
habitat about 33 miles north of 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska. Males of both 
species were in full breeding plumage 
and were in active courtship, i.e., 
singing, feather fluffing, defense of 
their chosen mate. Both sexes per-
formed the aerial flight-song court-
ship displays, though more often and 
more spectacularly performed by the 
males. There were at least 70 
McCown's and at least 16 Chestnut-
collared present. 
The bulk of the Longspurs were 
in a field on the south side of State 
Road 87 about 33 miles north of 
Scottsbluff. The remainder were on 
the south side of a dirt connecting 
road between State Roads 87 and 29. 
The main colony was found 5 to 6 
miles beyond (as one drives north on 
87) the cut-off onto the connecting 
dirt road. A waterpump with a wind-
mill (about 175 yards from the road) 
seemed to be their focal point. The 
lesse-r colony was found one to two 
miles west along the dirt road. 
No positive nesting activities were 
seen; however, several McCown's 
were noted carrying debris in their 
bills during their aerial fllghts. Con-
ceivably, that might have been part 
of the courting -"itual. Nevertheless, 
June is exceptionally late to find 
Longspurs in Nebraska unless they 
were nesting. Repeated stalking (for 
telephotoing purposes) and walking 
through the prairie did not chase 
them away. Individuul pairs seemed 
to return to specific ground and "air" 
sites as soon as I had cleared their 
territory. I obtained reasonable 550 
mm tele-photo shots (35 mm, color) 
of the McCown's. 
-Paul G. DuMont, Washington, D.C. 
BOOK REVIEWS 
BIRDS OF COLORADO, Alfred 
M. Bailey and Robert J. Niedrach, 
Denver Museum of Natural History, 
Denver, Colorado, 1965; 895 pp., Vol. 
I and II. $35.00 
"Encyclopedic" is the word for the 
two volumes of BIRDS OF COLO-
RADO by Bailey and Niedrach. The 
central states have long needed a 
definitive work-if any such study 
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can indeed be definitive. The authors 
have many years of experience not 
only in Colorado but in other states 
and other parts of the world. They 
are students in the true sense of the 
word. They have gathered informa-
tion from many publications, and 
have put together outstanding photo- ' 
graphs as well as colored plates of 
most of the birds discussed. There 
are 124 colored plates of 420 spe-
cies representing the work of 23 ar-
tists, and over 400 photographs. 
Although the body of information 
in from Colorado, notes are made 
for. birds of Nebraska, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. Aside 
from detailed descriptions of birds 
and their nesting habits, experiences 
of the authors and other qualified 
persons are given in very readable 
non-technical form. The first 70 pages 
include such topics as general infor-
mation about birds (migration, clas-
sification of birds in outline form, 
etc.), history of ornithology in Colo-
rado, and a brief introduction to the 
ecology of the mountains showing 
life zones and! the major plants and 
birds that might occur there. Genera 
of plants are outlined in their fami-
lies and even some of the species are 
given as well as common names. 
Any serious bird student, particu-
larly of the states covered by the 
book, would not be without these two 
volumes and any eager newcomers 
to the study of ornithology would do 
well to buy the BIRDS OF COLO-
RADO before investing in other, 
books for their libraries. 
-Doris Gates 
HANDBOOK OF WATERFOWL 
BEHAVIOR. -by Paul A. Johns-
gard. Cornell University Press, Itha-
ca, New York. 1965: 378 pp. $10.00. 
Paul Johnsgard is undoubtedly the 
best informed individual on the be-
havior of ducks and their relatives. 
He has gained! his information in 
years of study of the birds at first 
hand in the field and in gardens 
. where the birds were at least semi-
free. No other person has witnessed 
some of the displays that Dr. Johns-
gard describes. . 
Behavior patterns may be used as 
a means of classification and in fact 
in this book some changes of classi-
fication are suggested. In an appen-
dix members of the family Anatidae 
are arranged in their probable natu-
ral relationship. The book is well 
illustrated with sketches and photo-
graphs. 
One of the most valuable contri-
butions of the book, aside from Ana-
tidae classifications, is the.presenta-
tion of a method of study which 
could be applied to other groups of 
birds. . 
Any serious bird student should 
consider the HANDBOOK OF W A-
TERFOWL BEHAVIOR a require-
ment for his library. 
-Doris Gates 
NOTES 
Cattle Egret. On September 11, 
1965, Mr. and Mrs. Elden Lewis, 
farmers near Holstein, observed a 
strange white bird in the pasture 
with a herd of cattle. After careful 
study of size and markings they iden-
tified the bird as a Cattle Egret. 
-Bernice. Welch, Hastings 
Golden·crowned Sparrow. My hus-
band, his granddaughter Cynde, age 
11, Edith Meyer, and I were taking 
the spring count May 14, 1966. We 
saw some birds we couldn't identify 
along a freshwater ditch and among 
the bushes on the edge of it. Then 
another flew in with th;; yellow on 
the crown of its head. It stayed long 
enough for all of us to get a good 
look at a short distance. Cynde was 
the one who found the picture in 
Peterson's Western Guide and there 
was no doubt in any of our minds 
but what it was a Golden-crowned 
Sparrow. 
-Ma1·y Ann Banghart, Scottsbluff 
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Summer Ring-necked Duck. I saw 
a Ring-necked Duck on Lake Mana-
wa (Iowa) on June 19, 1966. I had 
not seen one since April 1 (at the 
same place), nor have I seen one 
since then through August. When I 
first saw it it was in a sleeping posi-
tion on the water, with the shoulder 
mark visible. I got close enough to 
see the ring on the bill without 
glasses. It made no movements ex-
cept to raise its head from time to 
time, although I was walking along 
a bare shore. 
-R.G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
Distressed Coot. On June 6, 1966, 
I saw an adult American Coot on 
Lake Manawa (Iowa) in water shal-
low enough to have emergent vege-
tation nearby. Most of the time just 
the head and neck of the bird were 
showing, although at times it was 
completely under water and at other 
times it made slow flying motions 
with its wings which would bring 
more of the bird to the surface (but 
still much lower in the water than is 
normal)" When I first saw it a Pied-
billed Grebe was close by, and other 
Coots a little farther off. None of 
these birds showed alarm, although 
the Grebe did drift off. The Coot 
made no sound that I was aware of. 
At times the bird was facing east, 
and at times west. The road by 
which I left the area went along the 
side of the bay in which I had seen 
the bird, but I saw no signs of the 
Coot when I left, so I gave up the 
idea of finding a boat and checking 
further. I suspect a turtle had caught 
it. 
-R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
Gray (or Hungarian) Partridge. 
Near a lagoon north of Edgar on 
June 25, 1966, a group of members 
of the Brooking Bird Club flushed 
a Gray or Hungarian Partridge. We 
thought it might have a nest in the 
area, but careful search failed to 
reveal one. The bird was somewhat 
larger than a quail and showed the 
short rufous tail very clearly when 
it flew, so we felt it could be nothing 
else. The local conservation officer, 
Bruce Wiebe, said that Gray Par-
tridges had been introduced in that 
area several years ago and that they 
were sighted occasionally. Other 
members of the party were Mrs. El-
den Percival, Mrs. A. M. Jones, Mrs. 
R. R. Damerell, and Miss Vera Maun-
der. 
-Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, Hastings 
Roseate Spoonbill. On August 20, 
1966, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hohnstein, 
Hastings, Route 2, were startled to 
see a pair of tall pinkish wadring birds 
with bright reddish feathers on their 
shoulders. They were in a roadside 
ditch Just west of the Greenwood 
cemetery. Mrs. Hohnstein thought 
they were immatures for they seemed 
to have no feathers on their heads, 
which were peculiar in shape, with 
spoon-shape"d bills. She reported the 
observation to Burton Nelson of the 
Hastings Museum, who went out at 
once but failed to find the birds. From 
the tracks that he saw and the details 
of the description given by the Hohn-
steins Nelson was convinced that the 
birds were Roseate Spoonbills. 
-Vera Maunder, Hastings 
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